Shipshape Vocabulary:

a2//ast: Heavy material, such as iron, lead, or stone
Ballast: H terial, such , lead, or stone,
placed low in the hold to lower the center of gravity

and improve stability.
Beam: The width of the hull.

Bow: The forward part of the ship.

Capsran: A spool-shaped vertical cylinder turned
with levers or bars and used for moving heavy loads,
such as hoisting anchors.

Frame: Timbers that come off the keel or centerline
and form the structure of the walls of the ship.

Keel: The main backbone of the ship, a timber
running the bottom length of the hull that the
frames attach to.

- Gunwale

Oakum: Caulking material made from old rope
fiber that is soaked in tar before being driven into
planking seams to seal them from water.

Planking: The outer lining, or shell, of a hull.

Scupper: A hole or channel cut in a vessel’s side to
drain off deck water.

Stern: The back portion of the ship.

Common parts of a wooden ship, seen in cross-section

Scupper
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C) Anchor

A) Warerline B) Bowsprit

F) Mizzen Mast G) Mainmast H) Growsnest

D) Keel E) Rudder

1) Foremast
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For more information go to: .4,
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Above: Sheaves from the Santa Rosa Isfand
ck. (UWF Archacology Institute)



