
Shipwreck on a Table: Emanuel Point  
 
Objectives 
Students will learn how to interpret life aboard the Emanuel Point by looking at artifacts 
recovered during her excavation. 
 
Materials 
 Emanuel Point Shipwreck site plan 
 12 artifacts found in the bow 
 12 artifacts found in the stern 
 question sheet 
 exert from History Beneath the Sea 
 
Background 
Shipwrecks are very important archaeological finds because they can tell us a lot about 
the people on board the ship and how the ship was being used. Artifacts can tell us about 
the life on board, about the area the ship was traveling, and what the ship used to defend 
itself. 
 
Procedure 
 Have the participants take a moment to read through “The Emanuel Point Ship: Clues 

from a Colonial Expedition” from History Beneath the Sea. 
 Split everyone into two groups and give them a set of artifact cards. They should have 

cards with artifact pictures either from the bow or stern, not from both. 
 Have each group begin reading through the question sheet with their cards. 
 After each group has answered these questions, have them share their answers with 

the other group. 
 
Closure 
Some items might be abundant and that would mean they were very important. Are there 
multiples of any artifacts found in either group of cards?  
 
Where items are found may be clues to the activity that happened in that part of the ship. 
Can the participants identify any of these areas with the cards? 

 
Teacher Tips  
Several of the artifacts point to the voyages of the ship (Aztec sherds, papaya seeds). You 
can use this information to talk about colonization and how it helps transfer cultural 
information regarding plants, animals, and people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



All students will be working with artifacts, which are considered primary documents. 
 
Elementary Students: 
Students at this level will be use their senses and make observations about the artifacts as 
they experience the scientific process. Students should be able to distinguish between 
observations and inferences, both of which are used in this activity. They should 
understand that history tells the story of people and to be able to compare lifeways of the 
past with their own. Students should understand the concept of basic needs for people 
aboard the ship. They will be able to understand the site plan map of the Emanuel Point 
shipwreck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Middle School Students: 
Students at this level should be able to conduct this activity much like a scientific 
investigation by identifying variables (attributes), organizing data (grouping artifacts), 
creating and interpreting tables (frequency charts from groupings), analyzing the 
information, and defending their conclusions. They should understand the information 
presented on the site plan map of the Emanuel Point shipwreck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High School Students: 
Students at this level should be able to understand how scientific inferences are drawn 
from scientific observations. They should be able to creatively construct questions in 
relation to their groupings and understand their classmates’ strategies for classification as 
well as identify sources of bias. They should understand the information presented on the 
site plan map of the Emanuel Point shipwreck. 
 
 
 
 

Sunshine State Standards: SC.K.P.8.1, SC.1.N.1.2, SC.1.N.1.3, SC.1.N.1.4, 
SC.1.P.8.1, SC.2.L.17.1, SC.2.N.1.3, SC.2.N.1.4, SC.2.N.1.5, SC.2.N.1.6, 
SC.2.P.8.1, SC.3.N.1.2, SC.3.N.1.3, SC.3.N.1.4, SC.3.N.1.5, SC.3.P.8.3, 
SC.4.E.6.3, SC.4.N.1.2, SC.4.N.1.3, SC.4.N.1.4, SC.4.N.1.5, SC.4.N.1.6, 
SC.4.N.1.7, SC.4.N.1.8, SC.4.P.8.1, SC.5.N.1.1, SC.5.N.1.2, SC.5.N.1.3, 
SC.5.N.1.5, SC.5.N. 1.6, SC.5.N.2.1, SC.5.N.2.2, MA.K.G.2.1, MA.3.A.4.1, 
MA.3.A.6.2, MA.3.S.7.1, MA.5.G.3.1, MA.5.S.7.1, SS.K.A.2.1, SS1.A.2.1, 
SS.1.A.2.2, SS.1.G.1.2, SS.2.A.2.5, SS.2.E.1.1, SS.3.G.1.2, SS.3.G.1.4, SS.3.G.1.6, 
SS.4.A.3.1,, SS.4.A.3.7,  SS.4.G.1.4, SS.5.A.1.2, SS.5.A.3.2, SS.5.A.4.1,  

Sunshine State Standards: SC.6.N.1.1, SC.6.N.1.2, SC.6.N.1.4, SC.6.N.1.5, 
SC.6.N.2.1, SC.6.N.2.2, SC.7.N.1.2, SC.7.N.1.5, SC.7.N.1.7, SC.8.N.1.2, 
SC.8.N.1.3, SC.8.N.1.4, SC.8.N.1.5, SC.8.N.1.6, SS.6.G.1.4, SS.8.A.1.1, 
SS.8.A.1.2, SS.8.A.1.4, SS.8.A.1.5, SS.8.A.1.7, SS.8.G.5.1, SS.8.G.6.2 

Sunshine State Standards: SC.912.N.1.1, SC.912.N.1.2, SC.912.N.1.3, 
SC.912.N.1.6, SC.912.N.1.7, SC.912.N.2.1, SC.912.N.2.2, SC.912.N.2.5, 
SC.912.N.3.1, SS.912.A.1.2, SS.912.A.1.4, SS.912.G.6.4, SS.912.G.6.5, 
SS.912.H.3.1 















Shipwreck on a Table – The Emanuel Point I Shipwreck 

1. Take a moment to read through The Emanuel Point Ship: Clues from a Colonial Expedition. 
 

2. Now look at the cards for your group. You have cards with artifact pictures either from the bow 
or stern. 
 

3. Separate your cards into groups. 
a. Do you see items that could be used for defense? 
b. Do you see items that might show where the ship has been traveling? 
c. Do you see any personal items that might tell us about the people on the ship? 
d. What were they eating on board the ship? 
e. How did they store their food or other items? 
f. How were they preparing or cooking their food? 

 
4. Do you have any items that you didn’t use to answer those questions? Why do you think these 

items were on the ship? 
 

5. Have both groups share their categories. Are any items more abundant in the bow or stern? 
Were any items found only on one part of the ship? What do you think that means? 
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